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by understanding or who would rather resign than continue
to fight for such a peace "-1

Against this background of conflict and uncertainty
Kuhlmann resumed the negotiations.

When JofEe returned to Petrograd on December 29
there still remained six days during which the Entente
Powers couJd exercise their right to participate in the
negotiations. Trotsky, therefore, on that day, addressed to
these Governments his longest and most impassioned Note
describing the course of events and begging them not to
" sabotage the course of a general peace ". Since the
Central Powers, he contended, had, by their acceptance
of the Soviet formula, agreed to evacuate Belgium, Northern
France, Serbia, Montenegro, Rumania, Poland, Lithuania,
and Courland on the conclusion of a general peace, the
Entente could no longer claim to be fighting for the libera-
tion of these territories. He now threatened them openly
with a separate peace between Russia and Germany which
" would no doubt be a heavy blow to the Allied countries,
especially France and Italy ".He made a desperate appeal
to their workers:

The question of compelling their own Governments immediately
to present their peace programs and to participate on the basis of
them in the negotiations now becomes a question of national self-
preservation for the Allied peoples.... If the Allied Governments, in
the blind stubbornness which characterizes decadent and perishing
classes, once more refuse to participate in the negotiations, then the
working-class will be confronted by the iron necessity of taking the
power out of the hands of those who cannot or will not give the
people peace.2

The Entente made no direct reply to these overtures.
1 Vossische Zeitung, January 12, 1918.
2 Gumming and Pettit, p. 61.